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opment of the Capital City, it is hereby declared 
that such development should proceed along the 
lines of good order, good taste, and with due re-
gard to the public interests involved, and a rea-
sonable degree of control should be exercised 
over the architecture of private or semipublic 
buildings adjacent to public buildings and 
grounds of major importance. To this end, here-
after when application is made for permit for 
the erection or alteration of any building, any 
portion of which is to front or abut upon the 
grounds of the Capitol, the grounds of the White 
House, the portion of Pennsylvania Avenue ex-
tending from the Capitol to the White House, 
Lafayette Park, Rock Creek Park, the Zoologi-
cal Park, the Rock Creek and Potomac Park-
way, Potomac Park, The Mall Park System and 
public buildings adjacent thereto, or abutting 
upon any street bordering any of said grounds or 
parks, the plans therefor, so far as they relate to 
height and appearance, color, and texture of the 
materials of exterior construction, shall be sub-
mitted by the Mayor of the District of Columbia 
to the Commission of Fine Arts; and the said 
Commission shall report promptly to said Mayor 
its recommendations, including such changes, if 
any, as in its judgment are necessary to prevent 
reasonably avoidable impairment of the public 
values belonging to such public building or park; 
and said Mayor shall take such action as shall, 
in his judgment, effect reasonable compliance 
with such recommendation: Provided, That if the 
said Commission of Fine Arts fails to report its 
approval or disapproval of such plans within 
thirty days, its approval thereof shall be as-
sumed and a permit may be issued. 

(May 16, 1930, ch. 291, § 1, 46 Stat. 366; July 31, 
1939, ch. 400, 53 Stat. 1144; 1967 Reorg. Plan No. 
3, § 401, eff. Nov. 3, 1967, 32 F.R. 11669, 81 Stat. 951; 
Pub. L. 93–198, title IV, § 421, Dec. 24, 1973, 87 
Stat. 789.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 5–410. 

AMENDMENTS 

1939—Act July 31, 1939, inserted reference to Lafay-

ette Park. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Except as otherwise provided in Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 

1967, functions of Board of Commissioners of District of 

Columbia transferred to Commissioner of District of 

Columbia by section 401 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967. Of-

fice of Commissioner of District of Columbia, as estab-

lished by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967, abolished as of noon 

Jan. 2, 1975, by Pub. L. 93–198, title VII, § 711, Dec. 24, 

1973, 87 Stat. 818, and replaced by office of Mayor of Dis-

trict of Columbia by section 421 of Pub. L. 93–198, clas-

sified to section 1–241 of the District of Columbia Code. 

Accordingly, ‘‘Mayor’’ substituted in text for ‘‘commis-

sioner’’. 

AREA OF PLATS REQUIRING CERTAIN BUILDING PERMITS 

Section 2 of act May 16, 1930, provided that: ‘‘Said 

Commissioners of the District of Columbia, in con-

sultation with the National Capital Park and Planning 

Commission, as early as practicable after approval of 

this act [enacting this section], shall prepare plats de-

fining the areas within which application for building 

permits shall be submitted to the Commission of Fine 

Arts for its recommendations.’’ 

§ 122. Jurisdiction over public lands; transfer by 
Federal and District authorities 

Federal and District authorities administering 
properties within the District of Columbia 
owned by the United States or by the said Dis-
trict are authorized to transfer jurisdiction over 
parts or all of such properties among or between 
themselves for purposes of administration and 
maintenance under such conditions as may be 
mutually agreed upon: Provided, That prior to 
the consummation of any transfer hereunder 
such proposed transfer shall be recommended by 
the National Capital Planning Commission: Pro-

vided further, That all such transfers and agree-
ments shall be reported to Congress by the Dis-
trict authorities concerned. 

(May 20, 1932, ch. 197, § 1, 47 Stat. 161; June 6, 
1924, ch. 270, § 9, as added July 19, 1952, ch. 949, § 1, 
66 Stat. 790; Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1076, § 1(20), 68 Stat. 
967.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 8–111. 

AMENDMENTS 

1954—Act Aug. 30, 1954, repealed requirement that 

Federal authorities concerned should also report to 

Congress all transfers and agreements authorized by 

this section. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Section 402(181) of Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1967, 

32 F.R. 11669, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees, transferred regu-

latory and other functions of Board of Commissioners 

relating to transfer of jurisdiction over properties or 

parts of properties to Federal authorities, and accept-

ing from Federal authorities jurisdiction over prop-

erties or parts thereof under this section, to District of 

Columbia Council, subject to right of Commissioner as 

provided by section 406 of Plan. For provisions estab-

lishing District of Columbia Council, see section 201 of 

the Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967. 
‘‘National Capital Planning Commission’’ substituted 

in text for ‘‘National Capital Park and Planning Com-

mission’’, on authority of act June 6, 1924, ch. 270, § 9, 

as added July 19, 1952, which transferred functions of 

latter to former. See section 71h of this title and Trans-

fer of Functions note thereunder. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Letters of transfer and acceptance as authority for 

the necessary change in the official maps and for record 

when necessary, see section 79 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 123 of this title. 

§ 123. Effect of section 122 on existing laws 

Nothing in section 122 of this title shall be 
construed to repeal the provisions of any exist-
ing law or laws authorizing the transfer of juris-
diction of certain lands between and among Fed-
eral and District authorities, but all such laws 
shall remain in full force and effect. 

(May 20, 1932, ch. 197, § 2, 47 Stat. 162.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 8–112. 

§ 124. Theodore Roosevelt Island; administration; 
development 

The island, known as Theodore Roosevelt Is-
land, shall be maintained and administered by 


